Translation by M. A. S. ABDEL HALEEM

I swear by the planets that
recede, move, and hide, by the
night that descends, by the
dawn that softly breathes: this
15 the speech of a noble
messenger, who possesses great
strength and is held in honor
by the Lord of the Throne— he
15 obeyed there and worthy of
trust. Your companion is not
mad: e did see him on the
clear horizon. He does not
withhold what is revealed to
him from beyond. T'his is not
the word of an outcast devil.
So where are you [people]
going? T'his is a message for all
people; for those who wish to
take the straight path. But you
will only wish to do so by the
will of God, the Lord of all
people. (81:15-29)
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